A Neglected Tradition?
Art History as Bildwissenschaft

Horst Bredekamp

1. The Image and the Arts: An Artificial Split

Because the meaning of the German word B:ld includes timage, picture,
figure, and tHustration, the term Bildw schaft has no equivalence in the
English langu It seems as if this linguistic difference is deepening an
ongoing distinction between English- and German-speaking art history.

In Austtia and Germany the principal elements of the discipline were
created around 1900 and continued to be developed until 1 i
a major revival of art history as Bildwisser ft took place in German ar
history. Advertisements, photography, nonart mass photography, film,
video, and political iconography became regular subjects. When digitaland
netart became feasible, they were almost immediately included within the
history of art.” Historically, then, two essential points comprise Bild

irst, art history embraced the whole field of images beyond the visual

arts, and, secondly, it took all of these objects seriously.
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Wolfflin: Concetti fondamentali
della storia dell’arte

* l[ineare — pittorico

» superficie — profondita

» forma chiusa — forma aperta
* molteplicita — unita

» chiarezza — non chiarezza (chiarezza assoluta —
chiarezza relativa)
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